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For forty-four years, the Architectural Portfolio has been the industry’s 
most recognized awards program for education design excellence. 
Published in cooperation with the American Institute of Architects, 
this prestigious competition celebrates architects and education 
institutions for their achievements in outstanding school and 
university design. Enter your projects for the chance to be included 
in this design sourcebook from American School & University.

“… browse the pages as you would an 
architectural exhibit, stopping to note 
projects that capture your attention.”

Editor’s note in the inaugural 
Architectural Portfolio issue, 1983

Enter American School & University
magazine’s Architectural Portfolio.

 2025 GRAND PRIZE WINNERS

1

Receive national acclaim for
         YOUR EDUCATION DESIGN PROJECTS

WILLIAM W. CAUDILL CITATION
Josiah Quincy Upper School
  HMFH Architects
“This project demonstrates how a student-first approach 
makes the most of every opportunity to enhance the 
learning experience and to enrich shared school culture.” 
- 2025 Jury

LOUIS I. KAHN CITATION
Haywood Community College Health Sciences 
Education Building
  Little Diversified Architectural Consulting
“Restrained but intentional use of materials and structure; 
fits into the context of the campus and region really well. 
Interior classrooms have great connection to the outdoors 
and daylight.” - 2025 Jury
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S
ited at the threshold of Boston’s Chi-
natown neighborhood, the new LEED 
Platinum-certified Josiah Quincy Up-
per School is a showcase for equitable, 

HMFH Architects
Design team
Philip Lewis AIA, LEED AP (Project 
Director); Deborah Collins AIA 
(Project Manager); Bobby Williams 
AIA, LEED AP (Project Manager); 
Matthew LaRue AIA, LEED Green 
Associate (Design Leader)

Client
City of Boston

Area Cost 
178,000 sq. ft. $178,350,000

Cost/square foot Capacity 
$1,002 650

Space per student Completion
274 sq. ft. September 2024

Images
Ed Wonsek Artworks

JOSIAH QUINCY UPPER SCHOOL
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS

“With its bright and flexible academic spaces, core facilities open to public use, and focus on student wellness, this 
new school showcases our commitment to students and the local community. The new rooftop transforms otherwise 
underutilized space into an outdoor oasis for our students and provides benefits often taken for granted in suburban 
schools, such as gardens, room for outdoor activity, and access to clean, fresh air.”
— RICHARD CHANG, HEAD OF SCHOOL, JOSIAH QUINCY UPPER SCHOOL

COMBINED-LEVEL SCHOOLS
WILLIAM W. CAUDILL
CITATION

“This project demonstrates how a 
student-first approach makes the 

most of every opportunity to enhance 
the learning experience and to enrich 

shared school culture.” — 2025 JURY

community-focused, sustainable design. It 
is one of the first projects to open under the 
Green New Deal for Boston Public Schools. 

With limited open space in Boston’s 
dense urban core for a new school, Josiah 
Quincy was conceived as a dynamic high-
rise facility on a less-than-one-acre site 
to make the most of its verticality. It offers 
a robust educational program, including 
International Baccalaureate curriculum; 
introduces occupiable rooftop green space 
to nurture student well-being and enhance 

the long-term resiliency of the neighbor-
hood; and provides community-oriented 
spaces including a 435-seat auditorium, 
black box theater, gymnasium and media 
center.

In the new school, students enjoy 
expanded educational opportunities with 
state-of-the-art learning spaces such as 
light-filled classrooms with flexible lay-
outs, centrally situated project areas for 
collaboration on each academic floor, and 
specialty spaces such as a food tech lab, 
a robotics classroom, an outdoor STEM 
teaching space, a mindfulness garden and 
student planters on the school’s rooftop. n
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HAYWOOD COMMUNITY COLLEGE HEALTH SCIENCES EDUCATION BUILDING
CLYDE, NORTH CAROLINA

T
he Haywood Community College 
Health Sciences Education Building 
is a transformative addition to this 
rural mountain campus, bringing 

together previously scattered nursing 
and allied health programs into one col-

“Restrained but intentional use of materials and structure; fits into the context  
of the campus and region really well. Interior classrooms have great connection 

to the outdoors and daylight.” — 2025 JURY

laborative, state-of-the-art facility. The 
new building provides hands-on learning 
environments including simulation labs, 
flexible classrooms, outdoor instructional 
areas, and informal gathering spaces, 
all designed to foster interprofessional 

to daylight and views of the Blue Ridge 
Mountains. It reflects the college’s com-
mitment to sustainability, health and 

Little Diversified 
Architectural 
Consulting
Design team
Little: Architecture, Interior 
Design, Landscape Architecture, 
Civil Engineering, Structural 
Engineering, MEP Engineering; Elford 
Construction: General Contractor

Client
Haywood Community College

Area Cost
16,656 sq. ft. $6,400,000

Cost/square foot Capacity 
$384 284 (students  
 and faculty)

Space per student Completion
59 sq. ft. August 2023

Images
Sean Busher Imagery

workforce development. This forward-
thinking facility not only elevates the 
student experience but also advances 

SPECIALIZED FACILITIES
  LOUIS I. KAHN
CITATION

“The completion of the health sciences building represents the future of nursing 
and science education in Haywood County and was made possible through 
an incredible network of partners.”
— SHELLEY WHITE, PRESIDENT,  
HAYWOOD COMMUNITY COLLEGE

collaboration, wellness and student 
engagement.

The facility serves as a community 
anchor and a regional symbol of oppor-
tunity, offering a supportive and inclu-
sive environment for learners of all back-
grounds to pursue high-demand careers 
in health care. Carefully integrated into 
the natural slope and wooded surround-
ings of the campus, the building uses 
expansive glass to connect occupants 

the college’s long-term mission of ad-
dressing the region’s growing health 
care needs. n
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Featured firms:
     

 
ARCHITECTURAL PORTFOLIO 2025
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•  Architectural Workshop
•  ATSR Planners Architects 
Engineers
•  Beers + Hoffman Architecture
•  Breaux & Associates 
Architects
•  Breslin Architects
•  CIVICA, LLC
•  Cushing Terrell
•  Design Innovation Architects 
(DIA)
•  Di Cara Rubino Architects
•  Design Resources Group 
Architects, AIA, Inc.
•  DiNisco Design
•  DLR Group 
•  Edge Architecture

•  Ennead Architects 
•  ESa
•  FFKR
•  GMB
•  Heckendorn Shiles Architects
•  HMFH Architects
•  Huckabee
•  Integrated Design Solutions
•  Jack L. Gordon Architects
•  John Sergio Fisher & 
Associates, Inc.
•  kga, Inc.
•  Kluger Architects 
•  Lancer Associates
•  Larson Design Group 
•  Little Diversified Architectural 
Consulting, Inc. 

•  Long & Associates Architects/
Engineers, Inc.
•  MA Design
•  Mach Architecture
•  O’Connell Robertson
•  PBK
•  Perkins Eastman
•  Perkins&Will
•  SCHRADERGROUP Studio
•  SHP
•  Stantec Architecture Inc.
•  Tappe Architects
•  ThenDesign Architecture 
(TDA)
•  TMP Architecture, Inc. 
•  TowerPinkster
•  Zimmerman Studio LLC

With an award-winning magazine, websites, 
newsletters, webinars, research and more, 
school and university administrators turn to 
American School & University to help navigate the 
rapidly growing and evolving education facilities 
market. Enter the Architectural Portfolio and 
join industry-leading firms to showcase your 
project in a multi-media brand that connects 
with today’s education leaders. 



ABOUT AMERICAN SCHOOL & UNIVERSITY
Founded in 1928, American School & University is devoted to 
education facilities and business. The authority for information 
about the education facilities market, AS&U delivers a combination 
of exclusive reports, special focuses and how-to articles. Each fall, 
AS&U publishes the Architectural Portfolio as a special sourcebook 
issue celebrating outstanding school and university designs. AS&U 
is more than a magazine — ask us for more information on who 
sees our print issues, websites, e-newsletters, and more.

As an awards program and corresponding sourcebook issue for 
education administrators, the Architectural Portfolio gives your projects 
both industry acclaim and national exposure. Enter your best work 
and upload a portfolio of project information and pictures. A jury of 
architects and education administrators awards Citations and other 
Outstanding Designs to be published in the fall 2026 Architectural 
Portfolio issue of American School & University.

AWARDS & RECOGNITION
The following awards are recognized by the jury and published in the 
Architectural Portfolio issue:

 Grand Prizes 
 William W. Caudill Award (Pre-K through 12)  
 Louis I. Kahn Award (Post-secondary)

 Category Citations
 Outstanding Designs 

SUBMISSION GUIDELINES
Entries are accepted for instructional, administrative and service 
facilities for public, private and parochial schools of all levels, up to 
and including technical, community/junior colleges, and colleges 
and universities. New buildings, renovations, additions, restorations, 
adaptive reuses, landscaping projects and campus master plans 
are eligible. The entry may reflect an entire educational entity or a 
specialized facility, such as an auditorium, childcare center, gymnasium, 
library, healthcare facility, etc. Non-traditional learning facilities are 
eligible. Entrants may submit projects outside the United States.

Projects must have been completed after January 1, 2021, or under 
contract for construction on or before September 1, 2026. It must 
not have been previously published as a completed project in 
AS&U’s Architectural Portfolio.

OFTEN IMITATED, NEVER EQUALED
First published in 1983, the Architectural Portfolio is the acknowledged 
“Academy Awards” of school design, putting your project in the 
company of the best in educational facilities today. The program 
is published in cooperation with the AIA, and members of the AIA’s 
Committee on Architecture for Education serve along with education 
administrators on the jury. Ask any administrator and he or she will 
say that the Architectural Portfolio issue is the premier sourcebook for 
planning school and university projects. 

UNMATCHED EXPOSURE
If selected for publication, you get unmatched exposure for the school/
university, client, and firm. The Architectural Portfolio issue reaches a 
worldwide audience through AS&U subscribers, tens of thousands of 
additional readers who receive the print edition, viewers of the digital 
edition of the Architectural Portfolio, bonus circulation to school 
boards, expanded distribution at industry events, and unlimited 
exposure on SchoolDesigns.com. Not just a seasonal magazine, show 
display, or online list of projects—this special issue is part of a multi-
media brand devoted to the best in education design and facility 
planning. See page 5 for details.

FREE PUBLICITY PACKAGE FOR PUBLISHED FIRMS
Plaques, magazines, press release, digital promotion, and more. See 
page 5.

DEADLINES
Entry forms due: June 12, 2026
Portfolios due: July 24, 2026
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American School & University’s Architectural Portfolio 
showcases real-world examples of facilities that excel 
in their goal of providing innovative, exceptional 
environments for learning. This year will be no 
exception, when outstanding projects exhibiting some 
of the best ideas in education facility design are 
published in Architectural Portfolio 2026 this fall. 

Joe Agron, Editor-in-Chief/
Associate Publisher
American School & University

PROGRAM WORKSHow the



2025 Jury: (top row) Elise Robinson, 
Community Studio Principal, Little 
Diversified Architectural Consulting ; Brad 
Hakala, Architect, Associate Principal, 
Integrus Architecture;
(bottom row) Manasi Parkhi, Project 
Manager, Office of University Architects 
for Facility Planning, University of 
Georgia; Susan Morgan, Principal, 
Education Practice Leader, Cannon 
Design.

PUBLICATION FEE
If your project is selected for 
publication in the Architectural 
Por tfolio, a fee is incurred to 
help cover judging expenses, 
and production, printing and 
distribution of the magazine. 
Pay nothing when you enter. If 
published, you receive an invoice 
in  late N ove mb e r.  Pe r- page 
discounts apply to multiple pages 
for one project, or when entering 
multiple projects.

Rates (per 4-color page)
 1 page / $1,990
 2 pages / $1,875 ($3,750 total) 
 3 pages / $1,730 ($5,190 total)	
 4 pages / $1,620 ($6,480 total)

JUDGING 
The AIA’s Committee on Architecture for Education selects architects to serve alongside 
school and university administrators on the Architectural Portfolio jury. The jury begins 
the judging process by determining the criteria they will use to evaluate that year’s entries. 
They then carefully evaluate the submissions in each entry category and select projects 
for publication in the Architectural Portfolio issue: Two Grand Prizes, Category Citations 
and Outstanding Designs.

E N T R Y  F O R M S  D U E :  J U N E  12        P O R T F O L I O S  D U E :  J U L Y  2 4 4

3  

1  

2  

UPLOAD PORTFOLIO MATERIALS — Due by July 24
American School & University has a streamlined process to send portfolio materials. When you enter, you receive a link to upload images, 
description, and project data. Upload all materials from your desktop, using a form that saves your submission as you go. If you are chosen 
for publication, the materials uploaded are used to create your page(s) in the magazine. No additional materials will be required.
MATERIALS FOR ENTRY
	 Project Description     Project Data     Space Plans
	 Photographs/Renderings (minimum six). 

TO ENTERHow
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D
esigned to spark a child’s love of 
learning, Douglas MacArthur El-
ementary School serves as a com-
munity anchor. The design weaves 

Douglas MacArthur’s rich history into its 
forest backdrop and uses natural materi-
als and natural color palette to reinforce 
connections to the natural environment. 

The opportunity to give students and 
teachers flexibility in a learner-centered 

DLR Group
Client
Alexandria City Public Schools

Area Cost 
154,000 sq. ft. $76,000,000

Cost/square foot Capacity 
$494 900

Space per student Completion
171 sq. ft. August 2023

Images
DLR Group and Thomas Holdsworth

DOUGLAS MACARTHUR ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA

environment was a primary driver to the 
design. The design eases transitions to 
extended learning areas by interconnect-
ing circulation around centralized outdoor 
learning. Student engagement and collab-
oration is supported with a new learning 
stair and an open media center concept. 
All classrooms have visual connections 
to the tree canopy outside, including 
nooks where windows are lowered to see 

outside. These strategies create authentic 
biophilic connections. 

The design targets net zero energy 
and is driven by the need to do more with 
less. Minimizing the building’s footprint 
and using underground parking increases 
student capacity and maximizes outdoor 
space. Alexandria’s Green Building Initia-
tive is integral to the design, emphasizing 
energy conservation and mindfulness in 
every design element. n

CITATION ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS

“The green of nature is a motif creatively explored on interior and exterior 
materials, bringing an inviting connection to the surrounding site. Direct 

connections to the playfields and courtyard playground were nice.” — 2025 JURY
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M
ater Brickell Academy Charter 
School is a middle/high school in 
the Brickell Avenue corridor of Mi-
ami. Opened in 2022, the school 

serves students in the urban core and 
represents the first public high school 
built in the city’s downtown in over three 
decades. 

MATER BRICKELL ACADEMY
MIAMI, FLORIDA

COMBINED-LEVEL SCHOOLS
OUTSTANDING
DESIGN

CIVICA
Associated firm
Link Construction Group

Design team
Rolando Llanes, AIA (Principal-in-
Charge / Design Architect); Julio 
Guillen, AIA (Senior Associate / 
Project Manager); Alvaro Briganti, RA 
(Project Architect)

Client Area
Mater Academy 242,707 sq. ft.

Cost Cost/square foot 
$34,774,769 $143

Capacity Space per student
1,500 162 sq. ft.

Completion Images 
September 2022 Miami in Focus;  
 Link Construction  
 Group

Mater Brickell’s proximity to Miami’s 
financial center aligns with the school’s 
Entrepreneurship and Tech Career cur-
riculum, which provides students with 
rigorous STEM courses focused on 
business pathways and internships. To 
that end, Mater Brickell is designed to 
be architecturally compatible with the character of the Brickell corridor, an area 

of high rises and iconic buildings that 
have come to define the architecture of 
downtown Miami. The school is situated along Interstate 

95, which provides the campus with 
significant visibility and exposure. The 
facility accommodates 1,500 students in 
grades six through 12. In addition to the 
requisite academic program, the school 
has a five-level parking garage, a gym-
nasium, a lecture hall and cafeteria and 
food service functions.

The school is designed to integrate 
itself into the fabric of the adjacent 
multifamily neighborhood by activating 
the street edge, as well as taking ad-
vantage of its exposure to the highway. 
The multilevel building is composed of a 
linear component that runs north-south 
and an adjacent block that houses the 

parking garage, the gymnasium and 
cafeteria. In 2023, the project received 
a Platinum designation by the Florida 
Green Building Coalition, underscoring 
the building’s adherence to sustainable 
design principles. n

COMPLETE ENTRY FORM — Due by June 12
Enter online at SchoolDesigns.com, or complete and email the attached entry form for 
each project you wish to enter. Upon receipt of your entry, you will receive instructions 
for uploading your submission materials.

SELECT YOUR PAGE LAYOUT
When you enter the Architectural Portfolio, you choose how many pages you want 
dedicated to your project if you are published in this fall issue of AS&U. Additional pages 
let you include a quote you provide from the school, more text, additional or bigger 
photos, and allow readers to see more aspects of the design - plus double the photos in 
the SchoolDesigns.com gallery. See the Publication Fee information below for multi-page 
discounts.

			   	

Pages Photos In Print Photos on 
SchoolDesigns

Description Quote From School

1 page 4-5 photos 4 photos 100-175 words no 

2 pages 8-10 photos 8 photos 250-300 words yes

3 pages 12-15 photos 8 photos 300-400 words yes

4 pages 15-18 photos 8 photos 400-450 words yes

PAGE LAYOUT OPTIONS

FREE PDF WITH MULTIPLE PAGES: Receive a free print-ready PDF of your pages from the Architectural Portfolio issue when you 
enter more than one project or for a project with a 2-page layout. Print, post, and give a copy to the school/university. 
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Q

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

WHO SEES YOUR ARCHITECTURAL PORTFOLIO PROJECT?
An investment in the Architectural Portfolio gives you unmatched opportunities to impact the education facilities marketplace.

1. Publisher’s Own Data.            2. Publisher’s Own Data and Publisher’s Survey 

More than half of those who receive an American School & University design issue share it - with an 
average of four colleagues. That means an audience of more than 193,800 can see your project.2

THE ARCHITECTURAL PORTFOLIO ISSUE:  
PRINT AND DIGITAL EDITION WITH BONUS CIRCULATION TO SCHOOL BOARDS
57,0001 subscribers - plus expanded bonus circulation to school boards - receive American School & University’s Architectural 
Portfolio. American School & University  has an engaged community of K-12 and college/university facilities and business 
professionals, and reaches the key decision-making job titles. More than half of those who receive an American School & University 
design issue share it - with an average of four colleagues. That means an audience of more than 193,800 can see your project.2 

SCHOOLDESIGNS.COM - WITH EXPANDED GALLERIES
When your project appears in the Architectural Portfolio issue, it is featured on AS&U’s 
SchoolDesigns.com website. The industry’s most robust searchable database of school 
and university projects, SchoolDesigns.com features full-screen pictures and twice as many 
images. Our active online community of decision-makers can easily view your projects and 
connect with your firm. No other site compares. Link directly to your featured projects from 
your own website and social media.

SUBSCRIBER E-NEWSLETTER
When your project appears in the Architectural Portfolio, it is included in an issue of
AS&U’s e-newsletter and linked to your project gallery and firm profile.

INDUSTRY PARTNERSHIPS
The Architectural Portfolio is the must-read publication distributed through live industry 
events, giving you an unmatched connection to K-12 and college/university facilities and 
business decision-makers. Your project gets bonus exposure through targeted distribution 
with our network of industry partners.

How is the Architectural Portfolio used?
Education facility professionals who receive American School & University 
design issues report that they have used them for the following:

•  To find an architect or view their work
•  To learn about the latest innovations in education design
•  To get ideas for their next project
•  To see the latest educational facilities built in their region

How is it different than other competitions?
Not just a seasonal magazine, show display, or website, the Architectural 
Portfolio is part of a multi-media brand devoted to school and university design 
and facility planning. The audience who sees the Architectural Portfolio is not 
just a peer group, but your clients and potential clients — decision-makers in 
the education facilities market.

Is the Architectural Portfolio for K-12 or post-secondary projects?
AS&U has always been a magazine for administrators at every level, and the 
Architectural Portfolio showcases both K-12 and post-secondary projects. It is 
a competition for firms who do either (or both) type of work.

How will this competition benefit my firm?
Use the Architectural Portfolio to build your portfolio of awards, thank your 
clients, market your firm to new clients, or recognize staff.

I’m not with an architectural firm. Can I still enter?
Schools, builders, and other companies associated with the project are welcome 
to enter. The competition is judged on the architectural merits of the project, 
and the entr y should be done in conjunction with whomever did the 
architectural design. 

COMPLIMENTARY PUBLICITY 
PACKAGE FOR PUBLISHED FIRMS

FREE print-ready PDF of your magazine 
layout for firms entering more than one 
project or a project with a 2-page layout

FREE congratulatory letter and copies of 
the Architectural Portfolio for the school/
university

FREE project on SchoolDesigns.com - with 
full-screen images and twice the pictures

FREE award plaque

FREE copies of the Architectural Portfolio

FREE customized press release

FREE searchable Find A Professional 
directory listing and logo linked to your 
projects on SchoolDesigns.com

FREE distribution through industry partners

FREE Education Bond Alert leads alert you
to upcoming education construction 
projects

FREE project included in American School & 
University’s e-newsletter
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q  Yes. We would like to participate in the 2026 Architectural Portfolio published in November by 
American School & University.

Please reserve ______ page(s) of editorial space for this project.  

If selected for publication, we understand that we will be billed for this project as outlined in the “Call for Entries.”

Authorized Signature_______________________________________________Date _ ______________________________________

Purchase Order (if required)_ ___________________________________________________________________________________

Please send future correspondence regarding our 2026 Architectural Portfolio entry to:

Name_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Mailing Address_ _____________________________________________________________________________________________

E-mail Address_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT (Fill out form completely. Copy form to submit one application for each project.)

Projects must have been completed after January 1, 2021 or under contract for construction on or before September 1, 2026.

Name of Project______________________________________________________________________________________________

City_ _____________________________________________________________________________ State______________________

Please list the office/contact that completed the project.

Firm________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Contact Name_____________________________________________________ Title _ _____________________________________

Address__________________________________________City_ _____________________________ State_ _____Zip_____________

Telephone_________________________________ E-mail _ ___________________________________________________________

Associated Firm (if applicable)_ _________________________________________________________________________________

Entry Category (select one)
q	 Pre-K/Early-Childhood
q	 Elementary School
q	 Middle School
q	 High School
q	 Combined-Level School
q	 Prototype Facilities
q	 Post-Secondary
q	 Specialized Facility
q	 Modular Facilities
q	 Community Use
q	 Adaptive Reuse
q	 Renovation/Modernization
q	 Historic Preservation
q	 Work In Progress
q	 Landscape Architecture
q	 Campus Master Planning
q	 Signage/Wayfinding
q	 Sports Stadium/Athletic Facility
q	 Parking Facilities
q	 Residence Hall
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Complete entry form and email to: 
Heather Buzzard, Award Program Manager
American School & University 
hbuzzard@asumag.com

Enter Online at SchoolDesigns.com

ENTRY FORMS DUE: JUNE 12, PORTFOLIOS DUE: JULY 24

2026F O R T Y - F O U R T H  A N N U A L

COMPLIMENTARY PUBLICITY 
PACKAGE FOR PUBLISHED FIRMS
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