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Q&A with ADM Group, Inc.

Nina Sheriff, Principal | Director of Design
Jenifer Weskalnies, Principal | Director of Architecture
What was the biggest challenge in
designing West Point High School?
With 310,000 square feet, West Point
High School is one of the largest high
school projects ever undertaken in
Arizona. The size alone, however, was
not the biggest challenge. The biggest
challenge was the tight schedule for
design and construction.
In order to open the school on time,
ADM Group designed and permitted
the campus in only seven months! Our
team was able to develop over 800
sheets of drawings, obtain a building
permit, and provide the highest level of
creativity and design for the facility. The
team then had 10 months to construct
Phase I (198,000 square feet) of this
brand-new high school! Staying on
top of submittals, site visits, and field
reports became crucial to the ultimate
realization of the design and successfully
opening on time.
What makes this campus unique?
West Point High School has quickly
developed a strong reputation and
media attention for its top-of-the-line
security and innovative design. The
campus features flexible spaces allowing
teachers and students to engage in
learning however they choose- teaming
in collaboration rooms, creating in
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maker spaces, or connecting virtually in
the outdoor, shaded quad.
Classroom interiors are designed
with the latest in technology. Every
classroom has an interactive television,
flanked by walls of whiteboard paint
and charging niche for a laptop cart.
Furniture for both the teacher and the
student is flexible to allow for various
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types of learning opportunities and are
varied to allow for student choice.
What are you most proud of at West
Point High School?
This state-of-the-art campus is the
leading the nation in educational design.
ADM Group is proud of the entire project
team for creating a unique, 21st-century
learning environment. More importantly,
students are thriving because of this
one-of-a-kind school. The campus
design sparks creativity, ignites problem
solving and promotes innovation!

ADM Group, Inc.
2100 West 15th Street
Tempe, Arizona 85281
admgroupinc.com

Inside a maker-space classroom
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Q&A with Moseley Architects

Ashley Dennis, AIA | Managing Principal
Nick Lash, AIA, NCARB | Buckhorn Creek Elementary School Project Manager
What trends do you see for
collaborative environments in modern
school design?
In recent years, we have found that
clients are prioritizing environments
that bring together students, concepts,
and disciplines in a collaborative, crossdisciplinary setting. In some instances,
this means providing centrally located,
destination collaborative learning
spaces; in others, it involves placing
smaller spaces alongside or between
classrooms for group work that may
be easily supervised. In many cases,
we have developed designs that
maximize circulation areas and offer
collaborative space that extends beyond
the traditional classroom. Across the
board, flexibility is a major component
as curricula and teaching styles continue
to evolve. The use of elements like
movable walls or partitions, writable
wall surfaces, and flexible furniture can
be essential to creating spaces that can
be used for a variety of purposes.
How did Moseley Architects
incorporate collaborative spaces
into the prototype design used for
Buckhorn Creek Elementary School?
We have enjoyed a long working
relationship with Wake County Public
Schools and have had opportunities in
the past to assist them in introducing
collaborative and student breakout
spaces into their facilities. When
they made the request for increased
collaborative space in the Buckhorn
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Creek design, we presented several
options for discussion.
The new learning commons spaces
were ultimately located directly off the
main classroom groupings in each wing.
This arrangement promotes projectbased learning activities while allowing
effective monitoring by faculty. With
this placement, large exterior windows
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provide impressive views and natural
light throughout the space. Additional
features like ceiling clouds and ribbons
also create increased interest for
students while helping to designate the
learning commons space.
What changes to teaching are you
seeing during the COVID-19 pandemic,
and how might these changes be
enhanced by building design?
In the spring we saw students
working with their teachers in a more
asynchronous fashion through remote
learning. It seems likely that the
increased use of technology during this
time, as well as the more self-led pace
of learning that students have been
experiencing, will continue to encourage
various space types in our school design
moving forward. For instance, the ability
to use breakout and collaborative spaces
like those we have been incorporating
may be an even greater focal point. We
might also begin to see more desire for
smaller spaces where students may work
alone or one-on-one with a classmate or
teacher. It will be interesting to see how
the changes in instructional methods
brought about during this time could
influence school environments even
over the longer term.
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Q&A with Jim Merriman, AIA
Learning Practice Leader, Progressive AE
You’ve recently joined Progressive
AE as the learning practice leader
based in Charlotte, NC. Tell us what
brought you to the firm and about
your experience.
One of the things that drew me
to Progressive AE was the firm’s long
history of working with higher education

Marsico Hall, UNC School of Medicine
(Photo by Triggs Photography; This project is
part of individual experience of Jim Merriman
gained as an employee of Perkins+Will, NC Inc.)

clients in the Midwest on both small
and large projects. Their approach to
client service and high-performance
design was something that aligned
with my experience working on projects
here in the Southeast. I find it equally
rewarding to have worked on many
small-scale sensitive renovations
for colleges and universities such as
UNC Greensboro, Shaw University,
and UNC Chapel Hill, as well as large
complex projects including the NC State
University’s College of Engineering,
The Fuqua School of Business at Duke
University, East Carolina University’s
Student Center and Jackson Library at
UNC Greensboro.
What benefits can a full-service firm
bring to higher education clients?
The primary benefit that a fullservice firm brings to a higher education
client is continuity in the collaborative
process of designing and constructing
a project. A full-service firm can offer
a common sense of mission that you
may not have in a team of architects
and consultants from different firms.
“Speed to market” has not traditionally
been a term associated with the higher
education world, but it becomes more
important as things change rapidly
in this market. A full-service firm can
offer the organization and experience
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to work with a client throughout the
life of a project on issues such as
design, furniture selection, interior
environment, and universal design - all
as one team.
2020 has been a year of change and
learning. What trends do you see
taking place in higher education over
the next year?
One of the biggest trends in the
higher education market is finding the
ability to integrate a range of modes of
learning into the traditional classroom.
The higher education business model
was already grappling w it h the
implication of increased online learning
when the health pandemic caused
everyone to go from “room to zoom”
in just a few days. I do not believe
that we will ever see the loss of direct
communication in classroom between
teacher and student. However, we need
to develop models for physical space
that can accommodate different learning
modes. The need to integrate rapidly
evolving technologies, such as artificial
and virtual reality, while at the same
time understanding what it means to be
part of a physical campus community,
are issues that the designers need to
account for in their designs.
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